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The big news in HK, as it is probably so elsewhere, is the continuing milk scandal in China. It has now been revealed that the addition of melamine to milk has been going on for a long time. The reason for this is that melamine has a high nitrogen content (about 67% by weight). Protein, in milk, also contains protein. The milk companies only analyse the nitrogen content of the milk, and not actual protein, so by adding melamine, diluted milk appears to be rich in protein.  A NZ diary company that has a 43% share in the Sanlu milk company (the first Chinese dairy company exposed) knew about two months ago that baby milk formula was contaminated (picture). They told the local company to recall the products but this was ignored; it was only exposed when the NZ PM blew the whistle and informed the Central Government. (Overseas companies are not allowed to have a majority ownership and must have a Chinese partner, which leads to many problems, particularly when linked to corrupt provincial officials.) The tainted milk problem has now spread to other dairy companies and their products, including baby formula, liquid milk, yoghurt, ice-creams have also been recalled. The shelves of shops in HK are now almost empty of milk. I have usually avoided buying milk from China, though occasionally I have bought ‘Dutch Lady’ milk, thinking it comes from Holland, when I heard on the news yesterday that it actually comes from China! Many people from China – those who can afford it – have been coming to HK to buy overseas brands, especially of baby formula. The toll in China is now four babies dead and over 6000 ill with kidney stones which can lead to kidney failure’ at least those are the numbers publicised – the real numbers are probably much higher. Some other pics:
http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures/articleslideshow?articleId=USPEK27908420080917&channelName=healthNews#a=9

And talking about child illnesses, there was a report on ABC (Australia) TV on the results of the biggest international study ever (NZ-led) undertaken on childhood asthma, carried out in 31 countries, linking paracetamol (the common pain reliever and fever relief in many medicines, e.g. Panadol) with asthma in babies and young people. The younger the age it is taken, the greater the chance the child will develop asthma. The same link occurs in adults though to a lesser extent. Leonie, if you are interested in the full report, it has been published in the The Lancet, 2008; 372:1039-1048. A summary of the article can be viewed at:

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140673608614452/abstract

(In case you are too busy, I have attached a copy of this summary. To view the whole article online, you need to be registered.)
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Last Monday was the mid-autumn festival holiday. Mid-autumn? It still feels like mid-summer!! This festival was the hottest for 13 years. Maximum daily temperatures still about 330C. Swimming pool water was at 350C one day last week. BTW, do you know the story of the use of mooncakes in the overthrow of Mongol rule in China? If not, see the text below, which I have copied from Wikipedia. 

On Wednesday evening, I watched the closing ceremony of Paralympic games on TV. At about 90 minutes, it was quite short. Not quite as interesting, but still good. 

That’s about it for this week
Cheers

Overthrow of Mongol rule
According to a widespread folk tale (not necessarily supported by historical records), the Mid-Autumn Festival commemorates an uprising in China against the Mongol rulers of the Yuan Dynasty (1280–1368) in the 14th century. As group gatherings were banned, it was impossible to make plans for a rebellion. Noting that the Mongols did not eat mooncakes, Liu Bowen (劉伯溫) of Zhejiang Province, advisor to the Chinese rebel leader Zhu Yuanzhang, came up with the idea of timing the rebellion to coincide with the Mid-Autumn Festival. He sought permission to distribute thousands of moon cakes to the Chinese residents in the city to bless the longevity of the Mongol emperor. Inside each cake, however, was inserted a piece of paper with the message: "Kill the Mongols on the 15th day of the 8th Moon" (八月十五殺韃子). On the night of the Moon Festival, the rebels successfully attacked and overthrew the government. What followed was the establishment of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), under Zhu. Henceforth, the Mid-Autumn Festival was celebrated with moon cakes on a national level.
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My comment: From what I have read elsewhere, it is possible that the above story refers to rebellion movements against the Mongols but not the final uprising that overthrew the Yuan Dynasty in 1368.
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                                                Kublai Khan, Genghis Khan's grandson,

                                                founder of Yuan Dynasty
Zhu Yuan Zhang, founder of the Ming 
Dynasty, Emperor Hong Wu
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